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St. John the de’ris’r I‘ioakn C
Parish Family

10" & Mahantongo Sts. e Pottsville, Pa. 17901
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atholic

www.saintjohnpottsville.org

Pastor.......ccccocvvviieeiiiieeenne Rev. David J. Loeper New Parishioners
Deacons .. Luis R. Visot and Lawrence Lonergan Please call the rectory for an appointment to
register.
Pastoral Assistant ........................ Bobby Rienzo
Parish Council President............. Robert Bechtel Sick Calls
Choir Director/Organist................ David Derbes Please notify the parish office.
CCD Coordinator..........cccccceeuveennnne Lucilla Kochol
Sacrament of Reconciliation
ReCtOry......ccovvueiiieiiieieeiees (570) 622-5470 Saturdays......ccovveeeieenieneieene 4:15 to 4:45 p.m.
E-mail ..o stjbparish@comcast.net Sundays7:45 to 8:00 a.m. & 10:00 to 10:15 a.m.
Nativity BVM High School ......... (570) 622-8110 or by appointment
Rectory FaX .......cccceeecveeeennnnnnnn. (570) 622-4589
Assumption BVM Elementary ...(570) 622-0106 Sacrament of Marriage
Russell Building...............cc........ (570) 628-3002 Please call the rectory one year in advance.
St. Joseph Center....................... (570) 622-4638
Sacrament of Baptism
Cemetery Information............... (570) 622-5470 First Sunday of each month .............. 11:30 a.m.
Second Sunday........ccceeennn. at 10:30 a.m. Mass
C.C.D. Baptismal Preparation for parents must precede
All children preparing to receive any sacrament the Baptism. Please contact Father Dave for an
must be in a Religious Education Program for appointment.
two consecutive years immediately prior to
receiving a Sacrament. The child must also be a Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service
practicing Catholic. (800) 276-1562
Certificates of Eligibility Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator
Certificates to act as sponsors, godparents, etc. Wendy S. Krisak, N.C.C., L.P.C. ...(800) 791-9209
will only be issued to parishioners who are
formally registered with the church and attend Office of Safe Environment
Mass on a regular basis. Pamela J. Russo, M.S.W., M.S.
Secretary, Youth Protection and Catholic Human
Bulletin Deadline Services
Tuesday prior to publication P.O. Box F, Allentown, PA 18105-1538

610-871-5200 ext. 2204
prusso@allentowndiocese.org

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord ® March 28, 2021
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Mass Intentions

Monday, March 29
9:00 a.m. Mary Skosnick
(Ron & Pat Lombel)

Tuesday, March 30
9:00 a.m. Mary Connors
(Larry Steficek & Family)

Wednesday, March 31
8:00 a.m. Marie Fitzpatrick
(Donna Bound Steidle)

Holy Thursday, April 1
7:00 p.m. Parishioners of St. John’s

Holy Saturday, April 3
8:00 p.m. Parishioners of St. John’s

Easter Sunday, April 4
8:15a.m. Parishioners of St. John’s

Easter Sunday, April 4
10:30 a.m. Parishioners of St. John’s

Next Week’s Readings

Easter Sunday
(April 4)
Reading I: Acts of the Apostles 10:34a, 37-43
Reading Il: Colossians 3:1-4
Gospel: John 20:1-9

Church Decorating
We will be decorating the church for Easter on
Good Friday 7 to 8 p.m. Extra hands are always
needed and appreciated.

From the Pastor

Dear Parishioners,

The gospel readings that we will hear from today are from Mark, the earliest
and the shortest of gospels. There are sixteen chapters in the whole gospel
yet five of these chapters describe what happened in the last week in Jesus’
life from his entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday until his Resurrection on
Easter Sunday.

Everything Jesus did and said during these three years of public ministry was
important, but the events of his life from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday,
events we commemorate during this coming week, are the most important of
all. Many people see Christmas as the most important feast of the entire year
and of course, Jesus’ birth is important but we would not have heard of Jesus
if it hadn’t been for the events that happened between Palm Sunday and
Easter Sunday. If you miss out on what we commemorate this week, Holy
Week, you are missing out on the main event on which our faith is built.

I invite all of you to come to whatever services you can during this Holy Week.
Please see the schedule in today’s bulletin. If you can’t come to services,
please try to put some time aside, get out your bibles and read and pray about
what happened to Jesus between Palm Sunday and Easter.

| also recommend that you take your palm home today, keep it somewhere
where you’ll see it from time to time to remind you Jesus entered Jerusalem
knowing fully what was ahead for him. Let it remind you of Jesus’ courage, his
faithfulness to his mission, his victory over sin and death. Let it remind you of
his love for you and for all people.

Sincerely in Christ,

Father Dave

Stations of the Cross
6:00 p.m. Sundays during Lent in Church

Pray

We remember in prayer those who are ill or recently deceased. We
commend to our Divine Lord all of our aged people and those residing in
nursing homes.

For Our Sick

Ty Daubert ® Tom Jefferson ® James Minchhoff e Laverne Yackel

Prayer for Vocations
Heavenly Father, Lord of the harvest, call forth vocations to the
priesthood and consecrated life from our diocese and our families.
Inspire men to imitate Christ, the Eternal High Priest, in sacrificial service
to your Church. Move the hearts of men and women to offer
themselves wholly to You in poverty, chastity and obedience. Send them
as laborers for Your harvest. Inspire the faithful to support them with
prayers and sacrifice. Raise up holy families who foster openness to your
call. We ask this through Christ Our Lord. Amen
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Upcoming Events

Weekly Collection

March
28  5:00 p.m. Holy Week Confessions (until 5:45 p.m.)............. Church March 13/14 $4,395.00
28  6:00 p.m. Stations Of the CroSS .....veveeveevereerereeeeeeereeeeeseas Church Im rovement.s:.g.l.l.t.em;;\.i:s; 5'943'00
29  4:30 p.m. Holy Week Confessions (until 5:30 p.m.)............. Church Th:nk ou for vour s:crific.ial ivi.n
30 6:30p.m. Holy Week Confessions (until 7:30 p.m.)............. Church y . Y gIving
Aoril by dropping envelopes at the
Aprt t b il and onli iving.
1-3 Easter Triduum (see Holy Week schedule below) rectory, by mait and onfine giving
2 4:00 p.m. Lenten Dinner pre-order pick-up (until 6:00 p.m.) ....R.B. .
2 7:00 p.m. Church Decorating for Easter (until 8:00 p.m.).... Church Rice _BOWI Boxes
8  7:00p.m.  Sharing Christ: Week 7.......oovvvooveeeeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee LH. The Rice Bow boxes can be

L.H. = Longinus Hall F.R. = Rectory Fellowship Room R.B. = Russell Building

Tues. 7:00 p.m.

Wed. 7:00 p.m.
Sat.  7:00 p.m.

Weekly Men’s Group ......cceeevveeereeriiieenieeniieesieeenes Zoom
Meeting ID: 824-780-6433

Password: Mary

Weekly ROSary .....cccveeeecieeiiiiee e Facebook
Weekly ROSary ......ccveeeecieeiiiieeeciee e Facebook

Facebook Page: St. John The Baptist Catholic Parish Family

Holy Week Schedule / /

Palm Sunday, March 28

Confessions @ 5 to 5:45 p.m.
Stations of the Cross @ 6 p.m.

Monday, March 29
Mass ® 9 a.m.

Confessions @ 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday. March 30
Mass @ 9 a.m.

Confessions @ 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Spy Wednesday, March 31

Mass @ 8 a.m.

Holy Thursday, April 1
Mass @ 7 p.m.

Adoration after Mass until 10 p.m.

Good Friday, April 2

dropped off at the rectory or placed
in the boxes by the upper side door
of church.

Good Friday Collection

Pope Francis has asked our parish to
support the Pontifical Good Friday
Collection, which helps Christians in
the Holy Land. Your support helps
the church minister in parishes,
provide Catholic schools and offer
religious education. The Pontifical
Good Friday Collection also helps to
preserve the sacred shrines.

The wars, unrest and instability
have been especially hard on
Christians. In these times of crisis,
the Pontifical Good Friday
Collection provides humanitarian
aid to refugees.

When you contribute to the
Pontifical Good Friday Collection,
you become an instrument of peace
and join with Catholics around the
world in solidarity with the Church
in the Holy Land. For more
information about Christians in the
Holy Land, visit
www.myfranciscan.org/good-
Friday.

Cemetery Regulations

All Christmas decorations should be
removed from the cemetery as soon
as possible.

Morning Prayer @ 9 a.m.
Good Friday Liturgy e 3 p.m.

Holy Saturday, April 3
Blessing of Food Baskets @ 12 p.m.
Easter Vigil @ 8 p.m.

Easter Sunday, April 4
Masses @ 8:15 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

NO CANDLE INTENTIONS
DURING HOLY WEEK
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THE PASSION OF THE LORD — B

abbreviations:

N. — Narrator
+— Christ

. The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Mark

[The Passover and the Feast of
Unleavened Bread were to take
place in two days’ time. So the chief
priests and the scribes were seeking
away to arrest him by treachery and
put him to death. They said,

. “Not during the festival, for fear that
there may be a riot among
the people.”

. When he was in Bethany reclining
at table in the house of Simon
the leper, a woman came with
an alabaster jar of perfumed
oil, costly genuine spikenard.
She broke the alabaster jar and
poured it on his head. There
were some who were indignant.

. “Why has there been this waste
of perfumed 0il? It could have
been sold for more than three
hundred days’ wages and the
money given to the poor.”

. They were infuriated with her.
Jesus said,

“Let her alone. Why do you make
trouble for her? She has done a
good thing for me. The poor you
will always have with you, and
whenever you wish you can do

good to them, but you will not
always have me. She has done what
she could. She has anticipated
anointing my body for burial. Amen,
| say to you, wherever the gospel

is proclaimed to the whole world,
what she has done will be told in
memory of her.”

. Then Judas Iscariot, one of the
Twelve, went off to the chief priests
to hand him over to them. When
they heard him they were pleased
and promised to pay him money.
Then he looked for an opportunity
to hand him over.

On the first day of the Feast of
Unleavened Bread, when they
sacrificed the Passover lamb, his
disciples said to him,

V.

N.

+
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Mark 14:1—15:47 or 15:1-39

The Passion according to St. Mark is proclaimed by the Deacon, or if there is no Deacon,
by the Priest. It may also be read by lay readers, with the part of Christ reserved to
the Priest, if possible. Speakers in the Passion Narrative are represented by these

V. - Voice
C. - Crowd

“Where do you want us to go and
prepare for you to eat the Passover?”
He sent two of his disciples and said
to them,

“Go into the city and a man will
meet you, carrying a jar of water.
Follow him. Wherever he enters,
say to the master of the house, ‘The
Teacher says, “Where is my guest
room where | may eat the Passover
with my disciples?”” Then he will
show you a large upper room

furnished and ready. Make the
preparations for us there.”

. The disciples then went off, entered

the city, and found it just as he had
told them; and they prepared the
Passover.

When it was evening, he came with
the Twelve. And as they reclined at
table and were eating, Jesus said,
“Amen, | say to you,

one of you will betray me,

one who is eating with me.”

. They began to be distressed and to

say to him, one by one,

. “Surely it is not 12"
. He said to them,

“One of the Twelve, the one who
dips with me into the dish. For the
Son of Man indeed goes, as it is
written of him, but woe to that

man by whom the Son of Man is
betrayed. It would be better for that
man if he had never been born.”

. While they were eating, he took

bread, said the blessing, broke it,
and gave it to them, and said,
“Take it; this is my body.”

. Then he took a cup, gave thanks,

and gave it to them, and they all
drank from it. He said to them,
“This is my blood of the covenant,
which will be shed for many. Amen,
I say to you, I shall not drink again
the fruit of the vine until the day
when I drink it new in the kingdom
of God.”

. Then, after singing a hymn, they

went out to the Mount of Olives.

Then Jesus said to them,

t “All of you will have your faith

shaken, for it is written:
‘I will strike the shepherd,
and the sheep will
be dispersed.’
But after | have been raised up,
I shall go before you to Galilee.”

. Peter said to him,
. “Even though all should have their

faith shaken, mine will not be.”

. Then Jesus said to him,

“Amen, | say to you, this very night
before the cock crows twice you
will deny me three times.”

. But he vehemently replied, ~
. “Even though | should have to die

with you, I will not deny you.”

. And they all spoke similarly.

Then they came to a place named
Gethsemane, and he said to his
disciples,

“Sit here while | pray.”

. He took with him Peter, James, and

John, and began to be troubled and
distressed. Then he said to them,
“My soul is sorrowful even to death.
Remain here and keep watch.”

. He advanced a little and fell to the

ground and prayed that if it were
possible the hour might pass by
him; he said,

“Abba, Father, all things are
possible to you. Take this cup
away from me, but not what

I will but what you will.”

. When he returned he found them

asleep. He said to Peter,

“Simon, are you asleep? Could
you not keep watch for one hour?
Watch and pray that you may not
undergo the test. The spirit is
willing but the flesh is weak.”

. Withdrawing again, he prayed,

saying the same thing. Then
he returned once more and
found them asleep, for they
could not keep their eyes
open and did not know what
to answer him. He returned a
third time and said to them,



(570) 622-5470

The Passion of the Lord

t “Are you still sleeping and taking

your rest? It is enough. The
hour has come. Behold, the Son
of Man is to be handed over

to sinners. Get up, let us go.
See, my betrayer is at hand.”

. Then, while he was still speaking,
Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived,
accompanied by a crowd with

swords and clubs who had come

from the chief priests, the scribes,

and the elders. His betrayer had

arranged a signal with them, saying,

/. “The man | shall kiss is the one;
arrest him and lead him away
securely.”

. He came and immediately went
over to him and said,

. “Rabbi.”

. And he kissed him. At this they
laid hands on him and arrested
him. One of the bystanders drew
his sword, struck the high priest’s
servant, and cut off his ear. Jesus
said to them in reply,

“Have you come out as against a
robber, with swords and clubs, to
seize me? Day after day | was with
you teaching in the temple area, yet
you did not arrest me; but that the
Scriptures may be fulfilled.”

. And they all left him and fled. Now
ayoung man followed him wearing
nothing but a linen cloth about his
body. They seized him, but he left .
the cloth behind and ran off naked.

They led Jesus away to the high
priest, and all the chief priests and
the elders and the scribes came
together. Peter followed him at
adistance into the high priest’s
courtyard and was seated with the
guards, warming himself at the fire.
The chief priests and the entire San-
hedrin kept trying to obtain testi-
mony against Jesus in order to put
him to death, but they found none.
Many gave'false witness against him,
but their testimony did-not agree.
Some took the stand and testified
falsely against him, alleging,

- “We heard him say, 'l will destroy
this temple made with hands and
within three days I will build another
not made with hands.””

. Even so their testimony did not
agree. The high priest rose before
the assembly and questioned Jesus,
saying, |

. “Have you no answer? What are
these men testifying against you?”

-+
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V.

. But he was silent and answered

nothing. Again the high priest asked
him and said to him,

“Are you the Christ, the son of the
Blessed One?”

. Then Jesus answered,

“l am; .
and ‘you will see the Son of Man
seated at the right hand
of the Power
and coming with the clouds
of heaven.”

. At that the high priest tore his

garments and said,

“What further need have we of
witnesses? You have heard the
blasphemy. What do you think?”

. They all condemned him as

deserving to die. Some began to
spit on him. They blindfolded him
and struck him and said to him,

. “Prophesy!”
. And the guards greeted him

with blows.

While Peter was below in the
courtyard, one of the high priest’s
maids came along. Seeing Peter
warming himself, she looked
intently at him and said,

. “You too were with the Nazarene,

Jesus.”

. But he denied it saying,
. “I neither know nor understand

what you are talking about.”

. So he went out into the outer court

Then the cock crowed. The maid
saw him and began again to say to
the bystanders, :

. “This man is one of them.”
. Once again he denied it. A little

later the bystanders said to Peter
once more,

. “Surely you are one of them; for you

too are a Galilean.”

. He began to curse and to swear,
. “l do not know this man about

whom you are talking.”

. And immediately a cock crowed

a second time. Then Peter
remembered the word that
Jesus had said to him, “Before

the cock crows twice you will deny
me three times.” He broke down
and wept.]

As soon as morning came, the chief
priests with the elders and the
scribes, that is, the whole Sanhedrin,
held a council. They bound Jesus,
led him away, and handed him over
to Pilate. Pilate questioned him,

“Are you the king of the Jews?”

N. He said to him in reply,

t “You say so.” "

N. The chief priests accused him
of many things. Again Pilate
questioned him,

V. “Have you no answer? See how
many things they accuse you of.”

N. Jesus gave him no further answer,
so that Pilate was amazed.

Now on the occasion of the feast
he used to release to them one
prisoner whom they requested.

A man called Barabbas was then

in prison along with the rebels
who had committed murder in a
rebellion. The crowd came forward
and began to ask him to do for
them as he was accustomed.

Pilate answered,

V. “Do you want me to release to you
the king of the Jews?”

N. For he knew that it was out of envy
that the chief priests had handed
him over. But the chief priests
stirred up the crowd to have him
release Barabbas for them instead.
Pilate again said to them in reply,

V. “Then what do you want me to do
with the man you call the king of
the Jews?”

N. They shouted again,

C. “Crucify him.”

N. Pilate said to them,

V. “Why? What evil has he done?”

N. They only shouted the louder,

C. “Crucify him.”

N. So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the
crowd, released Barabbas to them
and, after he had Jesus scourged,
handed him over to be crucified.

The soldiers led him away inside the
palace, that is, the praetorium, and
assembled the whole cohort. They
clothed him in purple and, weaving
a crown of thorns, placed it on him.
They began to salute him with,

C. “Hail, King of the Jews!”

N. and kept striking his head with a
reed and spitting upon him. They
knelt before him in homage. And
when they had mocked him, they
stripped him of the purple cloak,
dressed him in his own clothes, and
led him out to crucify him.

They pressed into service a passer-
by, Simon, a Cyrenian, who was
coming in from the country, the
father of Alexander and Rufus, to
carry his cross.

They.brought him to the place
of Golgotha—which is translated
Place of the Skull—. They gave him
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wine drugged with myrrh, but he
did not take it. Then they crucified
him and divided his garments by
casting lots for them to see what
each should take. It was nine
o’clock in the morning when they
crucified him. The inscription of
the charge against him read, “The
King of the Jews.” With him they
crucified two revolutionaries,

one on his right and one on his
left. Those passing by reviled him,
shaking their heads and saying,

C. “Aha! You who would destroy the
temple and rebuild it in three days,
save yourself by coming down from
the cross.” ,

N. Likewise the chief priests, with
the scribes, mocked him among
themselves and said,

C. “He saved others; he cannot save
himself. Let the Christ, the King of
Israel, come down now from the
cross that we may see and believe.”

N. Those who were crucified with him
also kept abusing him.

At noon darkness came over the
whole land until three in the

afternoon. And at three o’clock
Jesus cried out in a loud voice,
“Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?”

. which is translated,

“My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?”

. Some of the bystanders who heard
it said, -

. “Look, he is calling Elijah.”

. One of them ran, soaked a sponge
with wine, put it on a reed and gave
it to him to drink, saying,

V. “Wait; let us see if Elijah comes to

take him down.”

N. Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed

his last.

-+ Z —+
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Here all kneel and pause for a short time.

N. The veil of the sanctuary was torn in
two from top to bottom. When the
centurion who stood facing him saw
how he breathed his last he said,

V. “Truly this man was the Son of
God!”

N. [There were also women looking
on from a distance. Among them
were Mary Magdalene, Mary the
mother of the younger James and

of Joses, and Salome. These women
had followed him when he was

in Galilee and ministered to him.
There were also many other women
who had come up with him to
Jerusalem.

When it was already evening, since
it was the day of preparation, the
day before the sabbath, Joseph of
Arimathea, a distinguished member
of the council, who was himself
awaiting the kingdom of God, came
and courageously went to Pilate and
asked for the body of Jesus. Pilate
was amazed that he was already
dead. He summoned the centurion
and asked him if Jesus had already
died. And when he learned of it
from the centurion, he gave the
body to Joseph. Having bought
alinen cloth, he took him down,
wrapped him in the linen cloth, and
laid him in a tomb that had been
hewn out of the rock. Then he
rolled a stone against the entrance
to the tomb. Mary Magdalene and
Mary the mother of Joses watched
where he was laid.]

T

Orders are due the Monday prior to each Friday dinner
Pickup is 4 to 6 p.m. on 4/2 at the Russell Building

|
Friday Lenten Dinner Pre-Order Form Dinner 1 I
All entrees include New England Clam Chowder, garden salad, dinner Entrée I
roll, choice of starch and choice of vegetable I
. . Starch
Choice of entrée |
Baked Haddock .....coovveeveeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeen S13 Vegetable |
1 Lump Crab Cake .....coocceeeierniiccienennen, $13 |
2 Lump Crab Cake ....cccoveevveeveeeieciecieeveenen, S16 I
Lump Crab Cake & Haddock Special ............ S16 Dinner 2 I
Children’s Haddock ....ccuvveeveeeeeieeeeeeeeeeene S8 ) I
Children’s Lump Crab Cake .......cccccceeveunnne. $8 Entree
Choice of Starch Starch |
Macaroni and cheese or baked potato |
Choice of Vegetable Vegetable |
Stewed tomatoes or vegetable of the day (green beans/corn) |
- |
Date 4/2 Good Friday Dinner 3 I
Entrée I
Number of Dinners
Starch |
Name Vegetable [
|
Phone Number
o Dinner 4 :
Email Entrée |
Starch |
|
|
1

Vegetable

B T S S
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* ALL GLORY, LAUD, AND HONOR ' 366
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~1..Now in the Lord’sName com - ing, Our King and Bless-ed One.
--2.-And mor-tals, joined with all things Cre - a- ted, make re - ply. .
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM : : Psalm 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24
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17a. O Sa-cred Head, sur-round-ed By crown of pierc-ing thorn!
2a. In this, your = bit - ter- pas-sion, Good Shep-herd,think of ~me
3a. What @n-gugge shall . | bor - row TQ thank you, dear - est friend,
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1a. O bleed-ing Head, so wound-ed, Re-viled and put . to scorn!

2a.With your most kind com - pas - sion, Un-worth -y though | be:
3a. For this, your dy - ing = sor - row,Your mer-cy with-out end?
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1a. The pow'r of death comes o’er you, The glow of life de - cays,
- 2a. Be-neath yourcross a - bid - ing, For - ev - er would | rest,
3a. Lord, make me yours for - ev - er, A loy-al ser-vant true,
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~1a. Yet  an - gel hosts a - dore you, And trem-ble as they gaze.
“2a. In  your dear love con - fid - ing, And with your pres-ence blest.
3a.And let me nev-er, nev -er Out-live my love for you.




