
Pastor .................................. Rev. David J. Loeper 
Deacons ..  Luis R. Visot and Lawrence Lonergan 
 
Pastoral Assistant ......................... Bobby Rienzo 
Parish Council President ............. Robert Bechtel 
Choir Director/Organist ................ David Derbes 
CCD Coordinator ........................... Lucilla Kochol 
 
Rectory ....................................... (570) 622-5470 
E-mail .......................... stjbparish@comcast.net 
Nativity BVM High School ......... (570) 622-8110 
Rectory Fax ................................ (570) 622-4589 
Assumption BVM Elementary ... (570) 622-0106 
Russell Building .......................... (570) 628-3002 
St. Joseph Center ....................... (570) 622-4638 
 
Cemetery Information ............... (570) 622-5470 
 
C.C.D. 
All children preparing to receive any sacrament 
must be in a Religious Education Program for 
two consecutive years immediately prior to 
receiving a Sacrament. The child must also be a 
practicing Catholic. 
 
Certificates of Eligibility 
Certificates to act as sponsors, godparents, etc. 
will only be issued to parishioners who are 
formally registered with the church and attend 
Mass on a regular basis. 
 
Bulletin Deadline 
Tuesday prior to publication 
 
 
 

New Parishioners 
Please call the rectory for an appointment to 
register. 
 
Sick Calls 
Please notify the parish office. 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays ................................. 4:15 to 4:45 p.m. 
Sundays 7:45 to 8:00 a.m. & 10:00 to 10:15 a.m. 
or by appointment 
 
Sacrament of Marriage 
Please call the rectory one year in advance. 
 
Sacrament of Baptism 
First Sunday of each month .............. 11:30 a.m. 
Second Sunday ..................... at 10:30 a.m. Mass 
Baptismal Preparation for parents must precede 
the Baptism.  Please contact Father Dave for an 
appointment. 
 
Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting  Service 
(800) 276-1562 
 
Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator 
Wendy S. Krisak, N.C.C., L.P.C. ... (800) 791-9209 
 
Office of Safe Environment 
Pamela J. Russo, M.S.W., M.S. 
Secretary, Youth Protection and Catholic Human 
Services 
P.O. Box F, Allentown, PA 18105-1538 
610-871-5200 ext. 2204 
prusso@allentowndiocese.org  
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Mass Intentions 
Monday, March 29 
 9:00 a.m. Mary Skosnick 
  (Ron & Pat Lombel) 
 
Tuesday, March 30 
 9:00 a.m. Mary Connors 
  (Larry Steficek & Family) 
 
Wednesday, March 31 
        8:00 a.m.  Marie Fitzpatrick 
  (Donna Bound Steidle) 
 
Holy Thursday, April 1 
 7:00 p.m. Parishioners of St. John’s 
     
Holy Saturday, April 3 
 8:00 p.m. Parishioners of St. John’s 
  

Easter Sunday, April 4 
 8:15 a.m. Parishioners of St. John’s 
 
Easter Sunday, April 4 
 10:30 a.m. Parishioners of St. John’s 

From the Pastor 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
The gospel readings that we will hear from today are from Mark, the earliest 
and the shortest of gospels. There are sixteen chapters in the whole gospel 
yet five of these chapters describe what happened in the last week in Jesus’ 
life from his entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday until his Resurrection on 
Easter Sunday. 
 
Everything Jesus did and said during these three years of public ministry was 
important, but the events of his life from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday, 
events we commemorate during this coming week, are the most important of 
all. Many people see Christmas as the most important feast of the entire year 
and of course, Jesus’ birth is important but we would not have heard of Jesus 
if it hadn’t been for the events that happened between Palm Sunday and 
Easter Sunday. If you miss out on what we commemorate this week, Holy 
Week, you are missing out on the main event on which our faith is built. 
 
I invite all of you to come to whatever services you can during this Holy Week. 
Please see the schedule in today’s bulletin. If you can’t come to services, 
please try to put some time aside, get out your bibles and read and pray about 
what happened to Jesus between Palm Sunday and Easter. 
 
I also recommend that you take your palm home today, keep it somewhere 
where you’ll see it from time to time to remind you Jesus entered Jerusalem 
knowing fully what was ahead for him. Let it remind you of Jesus’ courage, his 
faithfulness to his mission, his victory over sin and death. Let it remind you of 
his love for you and for all people. 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
 
Father Dave 

Pray 
We remember in prayer those who are ill or recently deceased.  We 
commend to our Divine Lord all of our aged people and those residing in 
nursing homes. 

For Our Sick  
 Ty Daubert ● Tom Jefferson ● James Minchhoff ● Laverne Yackel 

 

Prayer for Vocations 

Heavenly Father, Lord of the harvest, call forth vocations to the 
priesthood and consecrated life from our diocese and our families. 

Inspire men to imitate Christ, the Eternal High Priest, in sacrificial service 
to your Church. Move the hearts of men and women to offer 

themselves wholly to You in poverty, chastity and obedience. Send them 
as laborers for Your harvest. Inspire the faithful to support them with 

prayers and sacrifice. Raise up holy families who foster openness to your 
call. We ask this through Christ Our Lord.  Amen  

Next Week’s Readings 
Easter Sunday 

(April 4) 
Reading I: Acts of the Apostles 10:34a, 37-43 

Reading II: Colossians 3:1-4 
Gospel: John 20:1-9 Stations of the Cross  

6:00 p.m. Sundays during Lent in Church 

Church Decorating 
We will be decorating the church for Easter on 
Good Friday 7 to 8 p.m. Extra hands are always 
needed and appreciated. 



Upcoming Events 
     March 
 28 5:00 p.m. Holy Week Confessions (until 5:45 p.m.) ............. Church 
 28 6:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross ............................................ Church 
 29 4:30 p.m. Holy Week Confessions (until 5:30 p.m.) ............. Church 
 30 6:30 p.m. Holy Week Confessions (until 7:30 p.m.) ............. Church 
       April 
 1-3  Easter Triduum (see Holy Week schedule below) 
 2 4:00 p.m. Lenten Dinner pre-order pick-up (until 6:00 p.m.) .... R.B. 
 2 7:00 p.m. Church Decorating for Easter (until 8:00 p.m.) .... Church 
 8 7:00 p.m. Sharing Christ: Week 7 ............................................... L.H. 
 
      L.H. = Longinus Hall   F.R. = Rectory Fellowship Room    R.B. = Russell Building 

 
 Tues. 7:00 p.m. Weekly Men’s Group .............................................. Zoom 
   Meeting ID: 824-780-6433 
   Password: Mary 
 Wed. 7:00 p.m. Weekly Rosary ................................................. Facebook 
 Sat. 7:00 p.m. Weekly Rosary ................................................. Facebook 
   Facebook Page: St. John The Baptist Catholic Parish Family 
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Weekly Collection 
March 13/14 .................. $4,395.00 
Improvements & Repairs . $943.00 
Thank you for your sacrificial giving 
by dropping envelopes at the 
rectory, by mail and online giving. 
 

Rice Bowl Boxes 
The Rice Bowl boxes can be 
dropped off at the rectory or placed 
in the boxes by the upper side door 
of church. 
 

Good Friday Collection 
Pope Francis has asked our parish to 
support the Pontifical Good Friday 
Collection, which helps Christians in 
the Holy Land. Your support helps 
the church minister in parishes, 
provide Catholic schools and offer 
religious education. The Pontifical 
Good Friday Collection also helps to 
preserve the sacred shrines. 
The wars, unrest and instability 
have been especially hard on 
Christians. In these times of crisis, 
the Pontifical Good Friday 
Collection provides humanitarian 
aid to refugees. 
When you contribute to the 
Pontifical Good Friday Collection, 
you become an instrument of peace 
and join with Catholics around the 
world in solidarity with the Church 
in the Holy Land. For more 
information about Christians in the 
Holy Land, visit 
www.myfranciscan.org/good-
Friday. 
 

Cemetery Regulations 
All Christmas decorations should be 
removed from the cemetery as soon 
as possible. 

NO CANDLE INTENTIONS 

DURING HOLY WEEK 

Holy Week Schedule 
Palm Sunday, March 28 
Confessions ● 5 to 5:45 p.m. 
Stations of the Cross ● 6 p.m. 
 
Monday, March 29 
Mass ● 9 a.m. 
Confessions ● 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
 
Tuesday. March 30 
Mass ● 9  a.m. 
Confessions ● 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
 
Spy Wednesday, March 31 
Mass ● 8 a.m. 
 
Holy Thursday, April 1 
Mass ● 7 p.m. 
Adoration after Mass until 10 p.m. 
 
Good Friday, April 2 
Morning Prayer ● 9 a.m. 
Good Friday Liturgy ● 3 p.m. 
 
Holy Saturday, April 3 
Blessing of Food Baskets ● 12 p.m. 
Easter Vigil ● 8 p.m. 
 
Easter Sunday, April 4 
Masses ● 8:15 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
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Friday Lenten Dinner Pre-Order Form 
All entrees include New England Clam Chowder, garden salad, dinner 
roll, choice of starch and choice of vegetable 
Choice of entrée  
Baked Haddock  ............................................ $13 
1 Lump Crab Cake  ........................................ $13 
2 Lump Crab Cake  ........................................ $16 
Lump Crab Cake & Haddock Special  ............ $16 
Children’s Haddock  ...................................... $8 
Children’s Lump Crab Cake  .......................... $8 
Choice of Starch 
Macaroni and cheese or baked potato 
Choice of Vegetable 
Stewed tomatoes or vegetable of the day (green beans/corn) 
 
Date                  ____ 4/2 Good Friday 
 
Number of Dinners _____ 

Name _______________________________________________ 

Phone Number ________________________________________ 

Email ________________________________________________ 

Orders are due the Monday prior to each Friday dinner 
Pickup is 4 to 6 p.m. on 4/2 at the Russell Building 

Dinner 1 

Entrée ____________________________________ 

Starch ____________________________________ 

Vegetable _________________________________ 

Dinner 2 

Entrée ____________________________________ 

Starch ____________________________________ 

Vegetable _________________________________ 

Dinner 3 

Entrée ____________________________________ 

Starch ____________________________________ 

Vegetable _________________________________ 

Dinner 4 

Entrée ____________________________________ 

Starch ____________________________________ 

Vegetable _________________________________ 
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